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Background

• Seven cases (onset 2016 – 2021, 4 deaths), geographically spread across the 
UK were linked with Listeria monocytogenes (CC20) in a 25 Single Nucleotide 
Polymorphism (SNP) distance cluster.

• L. monocytogenes isolates within a distance of 5 or 10 SNPs are usually 
investigated and in April 2022, isolates from one case and a food sample from 
a vegetable producer matched within 5 SNPs distance. 

• Sequencing of isolated L. monocytogenes from food and environmental 
samples from this producer allowed the identification of isolates 
phylogenetically within a 25 SNPs cluster, capturing six more cases from 
previous years and isolates from food and environmental samples from 10 
other food businesses and retailers since 2013 with links to this producer.
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Process summary
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Epidemiological curve
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Sample results – May – Oct 2022

• Between May 2022 and October 2022, four separate site visits were made to 
the vegetable producer and food, water and environmental swab samples were 
taken. 
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Conclusions
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Points to consider
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